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PITTSBURGH, PA

November 30 - December 1, 2001

DNA AND THE LAW:
R E I N I N G  I N  T H E  RE V O L U T I O N

A NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Exploring the Capabilities and Limitations of DNA Testing

SCHOOL OF LAW
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THE CYRIL H. WECHT INSTITUTE
OF FORENSIC SCIENCE AND LAW
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The Cyril H. Wecht Institute of Forensic Science and Law and the

Duquesne University School of Law are pleased to present “DNA and the

Law: Reining in the Revolution.”

In recent years, cultural and scientific advances have served to stimu-

late a greater public awareness of the reach and use of DNA evidence in

civil and criminal proceedings.  DNA has been used to identify the bones

of Czar Nicholas and his family, the remains of the “Unknown Soldier” and

the victims of numerous disasters, including the tragic events of September

11.  It has helped to convict criminal defendants in cases where other

physical evidence was non-existent, as well as exonerate others who had

been wrongfully convicted, imprisoned and sentenced to death.

Through this program, The Wecht Institute hopes to raise or deepen

awareness of the procedural, substantive and public policy issues pertaining

to the myriad uses of DNA evidence in pre-trial and post-conviction

settings.  This conference brings together eminent national scholars, state

and federal jurists and legislators, criminal and civil attorneys, members

of the region’s various county offices of the District Attorney, Public

Defender and Coroner, forensic scientists and members of the law

enforcement community.

Simply stated, the purpose of the conference is to explore such critical

areas as the collection, preservation, testing and use of DNA evidence as a

truth-seeking vehicle.  Objectives include: examining the current role of

DNA testing as a forensic scientific investigative methodology for law

enforcement agencies; addressing the restrictions and limitations currently

imposed upon DNA testing by policy considerations and a range of legal,

technological and economic factors; presenting a “gold standard” or model

approach to DNA testing; and reviewing the need for the medical, legal

and law enforcement communities to better understand their related roles

in the evolution of our understanding of the reach of DNA evidence.

We think you’ll find this program informative and engaging.

Nicholas P. Cafardi

Dean and Professor of Law

Not long ago, academics from across the university gathered in Duquesne’s

Board Room to discuss the promise, if not the future, of a program of study that

would focus on forensic science applications. We discovered that the potential

for a far-reaching multidisciplinary approach for such a program seemed endless.

At the direction of former president and current chancellor, Dr. John E. Murray Jr.,

the building process began in earnest. A few weeks ago, at his inaugural address,

Duquesne’s 13th President, Dr. Charles J. Dougherty, added his encouragement

by calling upon the university’s faculty to “teach and learn from each other so that

Duquesne becomes synonymous with interdisciplinary creativity.”

In this spirit, The Cyril H. Wecht Institute of Forensic Science and Law has

been created. It will serve as a core component of a broad range of academic

degree and certificate programs in forensic science at Duquesne. Virtually the

entire academic community at the university—Nursing, Pharmacy, Health

Sciences, Business and the undergraduate and graduate schools of Arts and

Sciences—will contribute to the development of a multidisciplinary approach to

the study of forensic science. In the months and years ahead, as this field of

academic and professional endeavor grows, Duquesne will build and sustain

one of the nation’s leading forensic science programs of its kind. We invite you

to join us!

To learn more about our 11-month certificate program or to find out about

other degree programs that are available or otherwise under development, please

visit our Web site at www.law.duq.edu.

John T. Rago

Associate Dean and Assistant Professor of Law

Director, Wecht Institute



registration

8:00 a.m. Registration

8:30 a.m. Utilization of DNA Evidence in the Dr. Victor W. Weedn
Identification of Disaster Victims

9:00 a.m. Automated Computer Analysis of Dr. Mark W. Perlin
Forensic DNA Data

9:45 a.m. Balancing Law Enforcement Mark A. Rothstein, Esquire
and Privacy Interests in DNA
Data Banks

10:30 a.m. Break

10:45 a.m. Personal Reflections of a Wrongly Kirk Bloodsworth
Accused Former Prisoner:  Procedural
Challenges and Legal Complexities

11:30 a.m. The Journalist’s Role:  A Report from the Bill Moushey
Innocence Institute of Western Pennsylvania

12:00 p.m. Lunch

1:30 p.m. Keynote Address Honorable Arlen Specter
Report from the Capital:  The
Status of Federal DNA Legislation

2:15 p.m. DNA Warrants and the Professor James E. Starrs
Statute of Limitations

3:00 p.m. Break

3:15 p.m. Federal DNA Legislation: Keenan R. Keller, Esquire
What’s Needed?

4:00 p.m. Panel Discussion Moderator:  Dr. Cyril H. Wecht
M. Susan Ruffner, Esquire

Stephen A. Zappala, Esquire

5:00 p.m. Adjournment

8:00 a.m. Registration

8:30 a.m. Welcome Dr. Charles J. Dougherty
President, Duquesne University

8:45 a.m. Introductory Remarks Dr. Cyril H. Wecht
Dean Nicholas P. Cafardi

9:00 a.m. The Forensic Science of DNA Typing: Dr. Norah Rudin
A Case-Oriented Approach to
DNA Analysis

9:45 a.m. Educating and Training the Keith E. Inman
Forensic DNA Analyst

10:30 a.m. Break

10:45 a.m. Recognition, Collection and Handling Dr. Henry C. Lee
of DNA Evidence:  From Crime Scene
to Courtroom

11:30 a.m. Question and Answer Session All Morning Speakers

12:00 p.m. Lunch

1:30 p.m. Scientific Developments and Future Dr. Terry Melton
Expectations in Mitochondrial
DNA Analysis

2:15 p.m. The Role of the Forensic Pathologist Dr. Michael M. Baden
in DNA Use:  From Autopsy
to Courtroom

3:00 p.m. Break

3:15 p.m. The Innocence Project: Professor Barry C. Scheck
Limitations and Successes

4:00 p.m. Panel Discussion Moderator:  Linda B. Kenney, Esquire
Honorable Mike Fisher

Dr. Frederick W. Fochtman
Dr. Matthias I. Okoye

Dr. James G. Zimmerly

5:00 p.m. Adjournment

CONFERENCE CO-CHAIRS

Cyril H. Wecht, M.D., J.D.
Allegheny County Coroner
Medical-legal Consultant

CONFERENCE FACULTY

Michael M. Baden, M.D.
Co-director, New York State Police Medicolegal Investigation Unit

Medical-legal Consultant

Kirk Bloodsworth
First person freed from death row as a result of DNA testing

Consultant, The Justice Project

The Honorable Mike Fisher
Attorney General, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Frederick W. Fochtman, Ph.D.
Director and Chief Toxicologist, Allegheny County Coroner’s Office Forensic Laboratory Division

Associate Professor of Pharmacology-Toxicology, Duquesne University

Keith E. Inman
Senior Criminalist, California Department of Justice DNA Laboratory

Keenan R. Keller, Esq.
Minority Counsel, U.S. House of Representatives Committee on the Judiciary

Linda B. Kenney, Esq.
Private Attorney

Henry C. Lee, Ph.D.
Chief Emeritus, Connecticut Department of Public Safety, Division of Scientific Services

Medical-legal Consultant

Terry Melton, Ph.D.
President and CEO, Mitotyping Technologies, LLC

Bill Moushey
Assistant Professor of Journalism and Mass Communications, Point Park College

Investigative Reporter, The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Matthias I. Okoye, M.D., J.D.
Director of Forensic Pathology, Pathology Medical Services, P.C.

Associate Professor of Forensic Pathology, Creighton University School of Medicine, Omaha, NE

Mark W. Perlin, M.D., Ph.D.
CEO, Cybergenetics Company

Mark A. Rothstein, J.D.
Director, Institute for Bioethics, Health Policy and Law, University of Louisville

Herbert F. Boehl Chair of Law and Medicine, University of Louisville School of Medicine

Norah Rudin, Ph.D.
Forensic Science Consultant

M. Susan Ruffner, Esq.
Allegheny County Public Defender

Professor Barry C. Scheck
Co-founder, The Innocence Project

Professor of Law and Director of Clinical Education, Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law

Professor James E. Starrs
Professor of Law and Forensic Sciences, George Washington University

Victor W. Weedn, M.D., J.D.
Director of Biotechnology and Health Initiatives, Carnegie Mellon University

Principal Research Scientist, Carnegie Mellon University

Stephen A. Zappala, Jr., Esq.
Allegheny County District Attorney

James G. Zimmerly, M.D., J.D.
Medical Director, Monumental Life Insurance Company

Mail to: Cyril H. Wecht Institute of Forensic Science and Law
Duquesne University School of Law
Hanley Hall
600 Forbes Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15282

Fax to: (412) 396-6283

Questions? (412) 396-4801 or comas@duq.edu

REGISTRATION FORM

❑ Please register me for DNA and the Law: Reining in the Revolution
(Price includes lunches)

1-day 2-day Friday Saturday
$195 $350 ______ _____

Name _________________________________________________________________________
First Middle Initial Last

My preferred mailing address is: ❑ home ❑ office

Address _______________________________________________________________________

City ______________________ State ________ Zip Code __________ Country ____________

Telephone _________________ Fax ___________________ e-mail ______________________

Please describe yourself:

❑ Private Attorney ❑ Nurse

❑ Public Attorney ❑ Forensic Scientist

❑ Law Enforcement Officer ❑ Other _____________________________

Unable to attend?  Order a conference video.

Price includes domestic shipping and handling. Please allow 6 weeks for delivery.

❑ $225/2-day set

TOTAL REGISTRANT FEES $ ______________________________________________________

❑ Check Enclosed  (Please make payable to Duquesne University)

❑ Please charge my ❑ Mastercard ❑ Visa

Name Appearing on Card ________________________________________________________

Card # ______________________________________________  Expiration Date ___________

Signature ______________________________________________________________________

If you have special needs addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act, please notify the
Law School at (412) 396-4801 at least 1 week before the program.

accommodationsHOTEL INFORMATION
If you need overnight accommodations, a limited number of rooms have been reserved for
you at the Marriott City Center - $99/night (412-471-4000).  Please mention that you are
attending this program at Duquesne University Law School in order to receive the discounted
room rate.  Please make your reservations by November 15 to guarantee that you will receive
the discounted rate.

DNA AND THE LAW: R E I N I N G I N  T H E  R E V O L U T I O N

A NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Explor ing  the  Capabi l i t i e s  and  L imi ta t ions  o f  DNA Tes t ing

PAPPERT LECTURE HALL, THE BAYER LEARNING CENTER

This program has been approved by the Pennsylvania Continuing Legal Education Board for twelve (12) hours of
substantive law, practice and procedure CLE credit and zero (0) hours of ethics, professionalism or substance abuse CLE credit.

f r i d a y s a t u r d a yFRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1

Nicholas P. Cafardi, J.D.
Dean and Professor of Law

Duquesne University School of Law

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

The Honorable Arlen Specter
United States Senator, Pennsylvania

Member, Senate Judiciary Committee

NOTICES AND RESTRICTIONS

The Law School reserves the right to cancel, reschedule or modify its program because of an
insufficient number of registrants or other unforeseen circumstances.  Registration cancella-
tions must be received in writing on or before November 26, 2001 and are subject to a $25
processing fee.  Refunds are not permitted under any circumstance after November 27, 2001.
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